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Burning questions?

Training-Related Acronyms

v

ARD - Admission, Review , and Dismissal

v

DAP - Distinguished Achievement Program

v

ELL- English Language Learner
EOC- End-of-Course
FHSP- Foundations High School Program

IDEA- Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act

v v v

v

|IEP- Individualized Education Program

v

LEP- Limited English Proficiency

v

LPAC- Language Proficiency Assessment
Committee

MHSP - Minimum High School Program

STAAR- State of Texas Assessments of
Academic Readiness

v v

STAARL - Linguistically accommodated
version of STAAR

» TAC-Texas Administrative Code

v

v v

v

v

v

TAKS - Texas Assessment of Knowledge
and Skills

TEA- Texas Education Agency

TEKS - Texas Essential Knowledge and
Skills

TETN- Texas Education Telecommunication
Network

PEIMS- Public Education Information
Management System

RHSP - Recommended High School
Program

ACCOMMODATIONS:
WHAT? WHEN?




Accommodation Definition

V Whatitis What it IS NOTX

Are changes to materials, procedures, Changes to the performance criteria or
or techniques content

Allow a student with disabilities to
participate in grade-level or course
instruction

Should be individualized

Necessary for every student

Replace the teaching of the TEKS

Can change over the course of the Intended to provide a student with an

school year based on student needs advantage

May be appropriate for classroom use Be continued without evidence of
but not allowed on the statewide effectiveness

assessment

Should be evaluated regularly to Provided to an entire group of
determine effectiveness students
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Accommodations during Instruction
versus Statewide Assessment

m Facts:

» The use of accommodations occurs primarily during classroom instruction.

» Classroom instruction allows for any techniques and tools to meet the
educational needs of each student.

v

The statewide assessment is a standardized tool for measuring every student’s
learning in a reliable, valid, and secure manner.

» Accommodations that invalidate what is being assessed or compromise the
security of the test cannot be allowed.

Accommodations during Instruction
versus Statewide Assessment

m Facts:
» Routine use, student independence, and effectiveness are
important considerations when determining accommodations.
» Some students outgrow certain accommodations while other
students continue to need them throughout the school year or
over several years.
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Accommodations during Instruction
versus Statewide Assessment

m Myths:

» A teacher should only use accommodations during classroom
instruction and testing if it is also allowed on the statewide
assessment

» Routine accommodation use means every day of the school year

» If a student has EVER used an accommodation in the classroom,
use it during the statewide assessment




Accommodations during Instruction
versus Statewide Assessment

m Summary:

» Policies for accommodation use on statewide
assessments should not limit an educator’s ability to
develop individualized materials and techniques to
facilitate student learning.

» Instruction is when learning occurs. Instruction comes
first, lasts longer, and can be customized to meet the
needs of each student.

» Unlike instruction, statewide assessments must be
standardized so that student results can be compared
and interpreted.
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Therefore...

Some accommodations may be
appropriate and suitable for classroom
use but may not be allowed for use on a
statewide assessment.

Testing
Options

for students with disabilities

Always start with STAAR first!

Differentiation during state assessment?

Allowable Testing Procedures and Materials > making the following assistive tools available:

>

signing test administration directions for a student who is deaf o scratch paper
or hard of hearing
o coloroverlays
translating test administration directions into the native
language of an English language learner o blank place markers

allowing a student to read the test aloud to facilitate o magnifying devices
comprehension
o highlighters, colored pencils, or crayons
reading aloud or signing the expository or persuasive writing
prompt to any student who requests this assistance

providing reading assistance on the grade 3 mathematics test
for any student
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Allowable Testing Procedures and Materials cont... STAA R
> giving permission for a student to use tools to minimize distractions or to help ACCO M M O DAT I O N S

> maintain focus (e.g., stress ball, noise-reducing headphones, or instrumental music [no lyrics] played through an

individual student’s headphones or ear buds) I I a I A N G L E

> allowing individual and small-group administrations

> reminding students to stay on task

Individual
Structured
Reminders

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

Authority for Decision and Required Documentation

Student Eligibllity Crite: « For a student receiving special education services, the decision is made by the ARD

Type 1

A student may use this accomi committee based on the eligibility criteria and is documented in the student’s IEP.
0 routinely and effectively « For a student receiving Section 504 services, the decision is made by the Section 504
classroom testing. committee based on the eligibility criteria and is documented in the student’s IAP.

.

For a student not receiving special education or Section 504 services, the decision is made
by the appropriate team of people at the campus level (e.g., RTI team, student assistance
team) based on the eligibility criteria and is documented according to district policies.

+ In the case of an ELL with a disability, the decision is made by the applicable group above
in conjunction with the student’s LPAC. The decision is to be documented by the LPAC in
the student’s permanent record file and by the other applicable group, as described above.
After state testing, GA must be recorded in the ACCOMM. field on the student’s answer
document or in the Texas Assessment Management System for online administrations.
This indie that an all ble general ac dation was made ilable to the
student,

.
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Oral/Signed Administration

Oral/Signed
Administration

Student Eligibility Criteria

A mbeidamb mmes cima bain amam e ndabinn  ln A ahn .
It is the responsibility of the appropriate team of people at the campus level (e.g., ARD committee,
ARD committee in conjunction with LPAC, Section 504 placement committee, RTI team, student
assistance team) to determine eligibility and document the level of reading support the student
needs in the appropriate student paperwork. A student can request a change to the level of reading
support provided during testing only if this option is documented. Test administrators must be
made aware of the level of reading support each student is to receive and whether the student can
change the level of reading support during testing, based on the documentation in the student’s
paperwork.

« The student receives Section 504 services and has evidence of reading difficulties.
+ The student does not receive special education or Section 504 services but is
identified with dyslexia or a related disorder per TEC §38.003.

Standardized Oral
Administration

Online testing

n One

Grade 3 Reading & Mathematics
Grade 4 Reading & Mathematics
Grade 5 Science

Grade 6 Reading & Mathematics
Grade 7 Reading & Mathematics
Grade 8 Science & Social Studies

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

Type 2

Accommodation Request Form

STAAR A




Who can take
STAAR A?

Eligibility Requirements
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Se-Boumwd Dovumertaton Form

Step |

Indicate Eligible Services

[ The student has an identified disability
and is receiving special education
services.

[ The student is identified with dyslexia
or a related disorder and is receiving
Section 504 services.

Step Il

Review Eligibility Criteria

must circle the subject(s) for which STAAR A is
being considered and check the
accommodation(s) the student routinely
receives in the classroom

TWO OR MORE accommodations must be
checked in that subject.




Step Il

Summarize Assessment Decisions

*”é'gion One

indicate the STAAR A test(s) the student will take
for the school year

must be included in the student’s IEP or IAP

additional testing accommodations may be
allowed
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STAAR ALTERNATE 2

Who can take
STAAR Alt 27?

Participation Requirements

*”é'gion One
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Does the student have a
significant cognitive disability?

Question 1:




Question 2:

Does the student require
specialized supports to access
the grade-level curriculum and

environment?

*”é'gion One
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Question 3:

Does the student require
intensive, individualized
instruction in a variety of

instructional settings?

Question 4:

Does the student access and
participate in the grade-level
TEKS through prerequisite
skills?

*”é'gion One

The DON'TS

We don't determine state assessment decisions based...
...solely on one piece of data or information.

...on availability of technology.

...on software glitches that might have happened in the past.

Schools do not make overarching statements or policies on the availability of
state assessment options for students with disabilities.




*”é'gion One

THE DOS
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The Dos

Appropriate committees make assessment decisions that are based on...
...the student needs.
...observable and measureable data.

...providing the student access to the assessment in the least restrictive manner.

‘R&gion One
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)

The ARD committee reviews the student's PLAAFP and instructional goals

and determines how the student accesses the grade-level/course

curriculum (TEKS).

With or without
accommodations

——

Through
prerequisite skills

A}

STAAR

*STAAR A

If student meets
eligibility

STAAR Alternate 2

q

What STAAR Assessments Do ELLs Receiving

Special Education Services Take?
» STAAR in English

» STAAR in Spanish (grades 3-5)
» STAAR A or STAAR Alternate 2
» STAAR L in English

‘R&gion One
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Participation in State Assessments
English Language Learners

The LPAC or ARD
end-of course assessments as required by TEC 39,023 (C)

shall select the appropriate

1t option for each English language learner. An ELL shall participate in grades 3-8 and

What does “access” mean?

Spanish SpeakingELL Grades 35

An ELL in grades 3 or higher

An ELL who receives special
education services

An unschooled asylee or refugee
first enrolledin U.S public schools
(ELL)

An ELL with a parent denial

Instructional Focus

Instructional Approach

Instructional Examples

May be administered the
Spanish version if
appropriate

May be administered a

English version of the math,
science and social studies

As a result of his or her
disabling condition may be
administered an alternative

assessment

[May be granted an exemption from
an administration of an

Astudentis not eligible for special
essment , accommodation or

theirfirst year of enrolimentin U.S.
schools

the
basis of limited English proficiency

ASpanish version does not
exist or is not the most
appropriate measure

Has not yet demonstrated

reading.

English language proficiency in

Has been enrolled in U.S.
schools for 3 or less years,

May be aaministered a
linguistically accommodated
English version if the student has
been enrolled in U.S. schools for 5
or less years

Instruction covers all of
the required curriculum

Accommodations

Extra time, small group,
manipulatives, spelling
assistance, transcribing,
reading questions and
answer choices,

What does “access” mean?

Instructional Focus

Instructional Approach

Instructional Examples

Although student is
exposed to all of the
curriculum, |IEP goals
may focus on select
student expectations or
address all student
expectations but in a
broad/simplified
manner.

Modifications

Deleting extraneous
information, limiting
number of steps in

questions, simplifying

decoding level,
simplifying numbers,
defining difficult
vocabulary

What does “access” mean?

Instructional Focus

Instructional Approach

Instructional Examples

Individual supports and
materials compensate
for the student’s
disability and allow
access to all of the

curriculum.

Prerequisite skills linked
to grade-level/course
curriculum

Performance tasks to
determine mastery at
three varying complexity
levels

10



The First Consideration

» Participation in the general assessment should be the first consideration when
determining the appropriate assessment for a student.
» General assessments in the Texas Assessment Program
» STAAR
» STAAR Spanish
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1. Review the student’s present level of academic
achievement and functional performance (PLAAFP).

» ARD committees should have a clear
understanding of the student’s performance in
the grade-level/course TEKS, including the
student’s strengths, current areas of need, and
accommodations, modifications, or supports
the student has used.

The First Consideration = the General
Assessment

» To determine whether the general assessment is the most
appropriate,

» ARD committees must review the student’s present level of
academic achievement and functional performance (PLAAFP).

» Provides a clear understanding of student’s performance in the
grade-level/course TEKS, including strengths, current areas of
need, and accommodations, modifications, or supports used.

The First Consideration = the General
Assessment

» ARD committees must review the student’s instructional plan.

» This is the basis for making appropriate assessment
decisions.

» Provides a clear understanding of how student will access
the grade-level/course curriculum, including
accommodations, modifications, or supports needed.

11
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) ) . P If STAAR, with or without accommodations, is
The First Consideration = the General appropriate for a student, the ARD committee
Assessment must document this decision and the testing
accommodations the student will receive.

» Documented testing accommodations must be consistent with state

What statewide assessments are required and available (STAAR, STAAR Spanish, STAAR L, STAAR A, accommodation policies posted on Accommodations Resources web
STAAR Alternate 2) page.

» ARD committees must understand

v

v

Assessed TEKS » For accommodations that require TEA approval through submission of an

Design and format of each statewide assessment Accommodation Request Form, document “pending TEA approval.”

v v

Accommodation policies

v

Implications of taking a particular statewide assessment

46

| Parking Lot Sharing

D e C i S i On M a de " How are the decisions made in || What methods are used to What checks and balances are
.

ARD/504 Committees distribute information? in place to make sure no

NOW What? communicated? student gets ‘lost’?
.

12
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What is your process? What is your process?

Immediately after the ARD/504 Committee Meeting (all decisions) a How often do you discuss accommodations and modifications for students?

> Parent/guardian notification of all decisions

How? a Is your Record Management system able to provide you with reports that all
o oW

teachers have access to?
> Classroom teacher notification of all decisions
o How? o Do you have a process for communication within ARD/504 committees and

. ) case managers, general eudcation teachers, and parents?
> All decisions documented in Records Management System? gers. 9 P

kgé.gion One ‘R&gion One

All assessment information must be
communicated to campus testing

o atonide toatng ACCOMMODATIONS:
Fogon H OW?

!.,f,si_‘l',‘.?f.‘.f 51 1~f§i?9,?5‘.‘
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Resources

» Special Education Evaluations Site-ESC1 http://www.esc1.net/Domain/100

* Access to the General Curriculum Site-ESC1
http://www.esc1.net/site/Default.aspx?PagelD=592

* SpedTX http://www.spedtex.org/

£
\”égion One

Contacts

Brenda de la Garza
Education Specialist
Special Education Program
Region One

956-984-6202

bdelagarza@esc1.net
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